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June 23, 2009 

 

 

Dear Believer: 

 

May our Lord who created heaven and earth be your strength and song in every situation as He opens your eyes to His glory. 

 

It is exciting to see the hand of the Lord working powerfully in the midst of things that others think are only bad situations.  I am 

convinced that this is something Jesus desires of us all, to be able to truly see the reality of the kingdom in everything.  To give 

you a powerful example of how this looks let me share something the Lord has caused me to see. 

 

In 2006 there was a request for prayer issued by the church in Iran.  We wrote of it in our monthly letter.  They spoke of the 

disunity among themselves and spoke at the time of their awareness of a need for unity which would enable them to face 

anything.  In fact they said they would be able to triumph in the midst of the enemies of the Gospel if they could but walk in 

unity.  Prayer went up for them from believers around the world.  Several ministries including ours forwarded the call to pray.  

After only a few weeks the Iranian church responded saying that they were realizing the effects of it.  Then in late 2008 after 

much concentrated, concerted prayer for the unity of the church in Iran, Elam Ministries, was reporting that the church in Iran had 

become confident that the Lord was promising them an impending harvest of several million souls in the next two to three years.  

This excited me because it strongly exemplifies what the Lord has taught us about the results of true unity. 

 

What we are currently seeing happen in Iran is a direct result of the prayers of the people of God.  The government of Iran is 

divided and in essence fighting itself.  I am sure that we all hope for the ultimate victory of the more moderate line because it is a 

stance more appropriate to general human rights.  However, it is truly important to not miss the kingdom aspect of what is taking 

place.  Nowhere in scripture is Israel united in humility and repentance before God that you do not also find their enemies divided 

and fighting against themselves.  That is the picture of Iran.  The “victory” Israel would have expected in the Old Testament was 

military.  The victory that the church can expect is harvest.  There is yet another aspect to all of this. 

 

God has given US, the church as a whole, an opportunity if we can see it.  The evidence is found in many places, but especially in 

Iran.  The Lord is holding back great violence.  For this reason we are seeing ten or twenty, instead of hundreds or thousands of 

people killed in Iran.  This is not to say that all violence has stopped.  It is like the Pax Romana (Roman Peace) which brought a 

general peace to allowing massive spread of the Gospel though Rome was the greatest persecutor of believers.  I have seen and 

heard more people praying in a true Christian manner for President Obama than for any President in the last forty years; praying 

blessing and wisdom.  The same is true for other kinds of leadership and authority.  We are seeing the proof of God’s Word.  At 

the place of unity God has commanded the blessing of life (Ps 133) and prayer for all men, including kings and all in authority 

will lead to quiet and peaceable lives for the desire of God is that all men may come into knowledge of the truth (I Timothy 2).  

Harvest and peace, what promises! 

 

Our prayer focus is very simple this month.  First and foremost let us pray that Jesus unite our hearts with His and with each 

other.  Then as the word has instructed let us also pray for all men especially those in authority so that peace may abound. 

 

Sincerely, 

William W. Lumry, II 
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